
North Carolina becomes a pilot 
state for AGR-Lite. While it and a 
similar policy, AGR, provide a 
whole-farm insurance option that 
is simple in concept, they are not 
widely adopted by farmers due to 
the complicated application and 
claims adjustment process. 

2005

2007

2012

USDA provides an organic price 
option for specific crops in 
existing crop insurance policies, 
offering better coverage for 
organic farmers. 

2013
RAFI brings farmers to meet 
with USDA to discuss ways 
to improve whole-farm 
insurance. We recommend 
changes that are included in 
the new policy. 

The long & winding Road to Crop Insurance Reform
Historically, crop insurance has best served commodity growers in the Midwest, but we work 
to ensure that it serves a diverse set of farmers including commodity, specialty, organic, 
direct market, and diversi�ied farmers. Our rationale is simple: crop insurance not only helps 
farmers survive severe weather and manage risk but can also help pave the way to other risk 
management tools and the ability to access agricultural credit. In short, we aren’t 
advocating for or against crop insurance; we’re advocating for farmers.

2005

2002

Hurricane Katrina 
and other Gulf Coast 
hurricanes strike. 

2007

RAFI’s Scott Marlow testifies to the House 
Agricultural Committee stating that many 
of the fastest growing segments of the ag 
economy (including livestock, various 
specialty crops, and organic crops) are 
woefully underserved, if served at all by 
available crop insurance options. 

Hurricane Floyd hits. RAFI provides 
information to farmers and farm 
advisors about disaster programs. In 
reviewing programs and assessing 
the needs of farmers, we determine 
that crop insurance can serve as a 
key risk management tool.  

1999

The Risk Management Agency 
(RMA) introduces a new crop 
insurance policy, AGR-Lite, an 
‘adjusted gross revenue’ plan 
to protect against low revenue 
due to natural disasters and 
market volatility.

RAFI collaborates on 
research with USDA 
economists, university 
researchers, credit providers, 
and farmers to provide data 
on the risk-mitigating impact 
of crop diversification. Data 
will be incorporated into 
new and existing policies.

2014

USDA announces a whole-farm 
revenue protection policy, 
known as WFRP, to replace 
AGR and AGR-Lite. After a two 
year delay, the 2014 Farm Bill 
becomes law. It takes positive 
steps toward expanding 
coverage for farmers utilizing 
sustainable practices.

2014

RAFI releases a report showing that 
federal disaster programs, including 
crop insurance , have not changed to 
keep up with growing demand for 
specialty crops, direct marketed 
products and organic. 

USDA adds organic price 
elections for four crops: 
Corn, soy cotton and 
processing tomatoes, 
allowing organic producers 
to insure their full costs.

2011

16 crops now have organic price 
elections and USDA commits to 
collecting the data required to offer it 
on all crops. 

Following the 2007 
testimony, the 2008 
Farm Bill requires 
the development of 
organic price 
elections, which are 
one of the recom-
mendations in the 
testimony.

2008


